UNITE Health and Safety Department

Facts Laundry Workers Need to Know About Hepatitis B

· Soiled linens from hospitals and other institutions can be a source of disease for the laundry workers who handle them.

· Some of the diseases laundry workers are exposed to include:

•
Hepatitis B 



•
Hepatitis C

•
HIV




•
Malaria 

•
Syphilis

· Hepatitis B is one of the most common and most contagious of these diseases.

· There are more than a million people in the US infected with Hepatitis B.

· Hepatitis B can cause fatal liver disease and liver cancer. 

· OSHA requires  employers to make a list of all employees who could be exposed to blood or other body fluids.

· OSHA says these employers must offer the workers on their list protection from Hepatitis B. This protection includes the Hepatitis B vaccination.

· The vaccination consists of three shots, given in the arm. The first shot must be given to the worker within 10 days of starting a job where there is exposure to blood. 

· All three shots must be given free of charge and on company time. 

· The union has the right to see the list of exposed workers, and to see the dates of their vaccinations.

· Workers can refuse the vaccination. They must sign a form saying that they have refused, and that they understand the risks. 

· The Hepatitis B vaccine is an important protection for laundry workers, but it does not protect from other diseases such as Hepatitis C or HIV.  There are many additional ways the company is required to protect exposed workers from diseases. 

For more information contact:

Your UNITE staff representative(s)

OR

The UNITE Health & Safety Department

275 Seventh Avenue

New York, NY 10001

212-691-1691

email:  bthielen@uniteunion.org

