UNITE Health and Safety Department

TO: 
UNITE local unions in the laundry industry

Laundry workers who handle hospital or institutional linens are exposed to many different diseases. One of the most significant hazards they face is the possibility of infection with Hepatitis B. People with Hepatitis B can develop fatal liver disease or cancer. They also run the risk of spreading this disease to their families.  The union has an important role to play in making sure our members understand these risks and demand their right to the protection which OSHA requires employers to provide.

Here are some suggestions for actions you can take to educate and protect our members.

· Read and distribute the attached fact sheet to stewards, officers and safety activists in hospital and institutional laundries.


· Post the attached poster on the union bulletin board in hospital laundries.


· Organize a breakroom training session on Hepatitis B. (UNITE’S Health and Safety Department can send you more information if you need it.)


· Help union safety activists in hospital laundries take the following steps to evaluate their company’s protections for exposed workers:

· Assemble a list of workers who handle soiled linen or uniforms

· Request the company’s records of Hepatitis B vaccinations

· Check the company’s list to be sure that all exposed workers were offered the Hepatitis B vaccination in a timely fashion, and have received all three shots

· If there are discrepancies between the company’s records and your list the safety committee should meet with the company to resolve the problem. The company should be made to understand that these are OSHA violations that must be taken seriously.

For further information or assistance, contact UNITE’s Health and Safety Department, 275 7th Ave., New York, NY 10001; 212-691-1691; email: bthielen@uniteunion.org.

