UNITE!

Laundry Safety & Health Inspection Check List

Examples of GENERAL HAZARDS
· HEAT


Burns from no covers on hot equipment or steam pipes


Not enough ventilation or fans to reduce air temperature


Lack of drinking water, or no easy access to water

· DANGEROUS MACHINES OR CHEMICALS


No guards on moving parts


No automatic shut-off to prevent opening of washers or extractors


Too noisy


Using toxic chemicals in washing, bleaching or dry-cleaning operations


No training on chemical dangers, or labels on chemical containers

· EXCESSIVE LIFTING AND HEAVY BUNDLES

Bundles too heavy for manual lifting; carts too heavy for pushing


Repeated twisting/reaching/bending causes back/shoulder/hand injuries

· ELECTRICAL HAZARDS


Wires exposed without insulation


Electrical connections or boxes are missing covers

· BAD FLOORS/AISLES



Floors wet and slippery


Holes in floors or other tripping hazards


Blocked aisles or exits

Examples of SOIL ROOM HAZARDS
· HAZARDOUS MATERIALS


Blood or other medical/biological wastes in linen; no labels on bags


No protective equipment for workers handling very dirty material


Toxic chemicals in rags or uniforms


No vaccinations, or medical treatment for infected workers

· LACK OF TRAINING

No training on medical/biological wastes


No cleanup procedures

