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THE LEGAL IMMIGRATION FAMILY EQUITY ACT (LIFE)





The new immigration law, called the Legal Immigration Family Equity Act (LIFE) of 2000, benefits a small group of immigrants in very limited ways. The most important aspects of the new law are:





Creation of Temporary “V” Visa for Certain Intending Immigrants:





     A new V Visa was created for spouses and minor children (under 21years of age) of legal permanent residents (Category 2A) who have waited more than three years for their immigrant visa to become available.  They will be able to enter or remain in the U.S. and work until their permanent immigrant visa is granted.  This visa is available only to those who were petitioned on or before Dec. 21, 2000.  It applies also to the minor children of the principal immigrant.  It will be most helpful to intending immigrants from Mexico.





Clearing Up the Old 1986 Amnesty Cases:





     LIFE allows the so-called “late amnesty applicants” (individuals who tried to apply for the legalization program of 1986 and were turned away or denied for technical reasons) to apply for adjustment of status.  However, they must have registered prior to Oct. 1, 2000, in one of the class action lawsuits challenging INS’ application of the old amnesty law.  The three law suits are League of Latin American Citizens v. INS, Catholic Social Services v. Meese, or Zambrano  v. INS (commonly known respectively as LULAC, CSS, Meese or Zambrano).  If an applicant was given Employment Authorization by INS based on Meese/Zambrano, LULAC or CSS, they are automatically considered to be registered in the class.





     Applications must be received by INS by May 31, 2001.  Applicants must prove that they resided continuously in the U.S. from Jan. 1, 1982,  through May 4, 1988.  Brief and casual trips do not break the residency requirement. Individuals who left the U.S. after May 4, 1988, but were registered in these lawsuits are eligible to legalize their status from abroad.  Spouses and children under 21 of qualifying applicants will be eligible to also legalize their status if they entered the U.S. before Dec. 1, 1988.





Expansion of the K Visa:





     Spouses and minor children of U.S. citizens who waiting for INS to process their permanent visa application and are living abroad can enter the U.S. with work authorization under an expanded K Visa.   The U.S. citizen spouse must file an I-130 petition before they file for the K Visa.The immigrating spouse or minor children must later apply for adjustment of status or return to their country for consular processing for their permanent resident status. 





NOTE:  LIFE also briefly restored a section of the law called 245(i) for out-of-status immigrants who were petitioned by family members or employers.  The deadline to submit applications to be eligible for 245(i) was April 30, 2001.


______________________________________________________________________________


For more information:


UNITE Immigration Project


275 Seventh Ave., 8th Floor, New York, NY, 10001


Tel.  212/627-0600





