MEMORANDUM

To:
Vice Presidents, Managers, Staff Activists and COPE Grads

Fr:
Chris Chafe, Maura Keaney

Re: 
June is Voter Registration month

Date:
May 19, 2004

As you know, we face a crucial political challenge this election year.  Working families are under attack daily from this Administration, yet many workers are disconnected from politics and don’t vote.  Within UNITE, we have tens of thousands of members and retirees who are eligible to vote, but who simply haven’t registered.  After 2000, we know the difference a few votes can make! 

Starting June 1, and in the five weeks before the convention, we are asking all UNITE affiliates and member activists to put a major push on voter registration.  

We are aiming to register 15% of our unregistered members in these next 5 weeks, which we estimate would mean registering 6,000 folks.  I believe this is a reasonable goal for each affiliate.

Attached are voter registration materials: 

· Voter registration leaflets (English/Spanish) to post in the shops


These flyers represent the top four issues chosen by over 8,500 UNITE members in the 2004 Issue Ballot campaign, with an additional flyer on overtime, and a flyer that summarizes all the issues.  If you would like voter registration flyers covering other key issues, or need the flyers translated into other languages, please contact us.

· Planning sheet for a successful voter registration drive

· State by State contact information 
Please arrange with your local board of elections to pick up or download via the internet the appropriate voter registration forms for your state. 

· Tally sheet

Photocopy all new filled-out forms for your records, and bring the originals to the board of elections. Use the tally sheet to provide a count of your success to the Political Department. At the convention, we will announce results, , and will publicly acknowledge the joint board or local who’ve registered the most members, as well as the individual staff or member who comes in with the highest numbers.

Political Department staff has developed a manual on election work, including voter registration, and are conducting trainings with affiliates across the country.  Please contact us if you would like to arrange trainings for your region, or to order election manuals.

Thank you for your participation in this important drive.  If you have any questions or need any more material, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

